
A couple creates a Massachusetts
masterpiece with smart planning 
and an innovative vision to downsize.
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Berkshires
Style
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Mixing old and new pieces,
Lynne Shiels combined
antiques, a leather chair and
ottoman, charming occasional
tables and a modern roll-arm
sectional to create a relaxed,
welcoming living space.
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IT’Sa challenge many
parents face: What

to do when the kids have grown
up and gone? Some families
leave their children’s rooms un-
touched—stuffed animals stand
guard over dusty swimming tro-
phies waiting for visits from the
“kids,” while others turn old bed-
rooms into home-office space or
a place to stick a treadmill.

And then there are people like
Mike and Lynne Shiels, who live
in the bucolic Berkshires area of
Sheffield, Massachusetts. After
years spent raising their two kids
in a formal 4,000-square-foot
Colonial saltbox, with a pool and
outbuildings, they made a big de-
cision: downsize. 

While they lost a little square
footage, they gained a world of
style. Their 2,600-square-foot

home, crafted by Mansfield,
Pennsylvania-based Woodhouse,
The Timber Frame Company, is
nothing short of breathtaking.
The home’s plan comes from
Woodhouse’s “SmartWood” se-
ries, which the couple then
customized with an oversized
garage topped with guest quar-
ters and a dramatic foyer. The
home sits on a 4.5-acre site ad-
jacent to deep woods. 

The SmartWood series is a
line of semi-custom homes
Woodhouse launched four years
ago to expand its market by offer-
ing more affordable packages.
With more than 70 designs, the
pre-engineered SmartWood
homes include pre-cut, kiln-dried
Southern yellow pine hardwood,
plus pegs and fasteners, along
with high-end windows, pre-cut

structural insulated panels (SIPs)
and tongue-and-groove flooring
for lofts and second floors, among
other supplies. 

“Everything is already done,”
explains Patrick Seaman, pres-
ident and general manager of
Woodhouse. Another advan-
tage? Patrick estimates that
SmartWood homes cost about
25 percent less than their custom
homes and offer the advantage
of quick construction. “You don’t
have a six-month architectural
process,” he says. “SmartWood
homes can be delivered in four
to six weeks.”

Curb Appeal
With cedar siding, copper accents
winking from the garage and per-
gola and stone-veneer founda-
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ABOVE: The Shiels’ antiques
blend nicely with weathered,
recycled chestnut floors they
selected for their SmartWood
series timber home.

OPPOSITE: The Shiels’ 2,600-
square-foot home, sited on 4.5
acres, has an open, airy feel.
They extended their living area
outdoors by adding a bluestone
patio where they like to enter-
tain during warmer months.
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tion, passersby might think they’ve happened
upon a well-kept New England estate that’s been
here for centuries.

“We live on a rural country road,” Lynne says,
“so the house definitely draws attention.” Though
the exposed post-and-beam yellow pine timbers
lend the interior a rustic, handcrafted elegance, the
sweeping vaulted ceilings, light-filled space and
open floorplan are distinctly modern.

“Our other house was very historical—
Colonial,” Lynne says. “We wanted something
a bit more informal, which is why we went with
the barn-style, country look. This house is more
open—one room just flows into another.”

Lynne decorated the family’s previous home with
antiques foraged from the Berkshires’ famous an-
tique shops and auctions.

But in her new residence, she wanted to play
with texture. A timber home can look very “wood
heavy,” she says. “We wanted to break up the con-
tinuity of all that wood.”

For the main-level flooring, the Sheils selected
weathered, recycled chestnut, which Mike esti-
mates to be 200 years old. Instead of an all-wood
staircase and balcony, Lynne mixed a wood handrail
with welded steel balusters for a lighter feel. A soar-
ing, antique red-brick fireplace with a custom man-
tel lends the great room a New England feel. 

Go With the Flow
In the kitchen, Lynne combined neutral travertine
tile, soapstone countertops, cherry cabinets and
stainless-steel appliances to create a modern cook-

Smart
Building,
Big Savings

Amid out-of-control heating-
oil prices, it’s good to know
that most timber homes are
incredibly energy efficient.
From Maine to Washington,
timber producers and
builders have created ways
to combat the drain on your
pocketbook with intelligent
building systems and materi-
als. Patrick Seaman, presi-
dent and general manager of
Mansfield, Pennsylvania-
based Woodhouse, cites a
great example of superior
building technology paying
off: One of the company’s
4,000-square-foot homes,
located in the chilly climes of
Pennsylvania, costs only
$1,400 to heat and cool for
an entire year. 

Because of the craftsman-
ship, joinery and structural
insulated panels (SIPs) used
in timber homes, this form of
architecture tends to be tight
and draft-free—so much so
that builders typically recom-
mend an air-exchanger to
bring filtered, moisture-
controlled air into the home.

Estimates vary concerning
the relative energy efficiency
of timber versus stick-built
homes. Some experts and
field tests have proven that
timber homes are anywhere
from 30 to 60 percent more
efficient. The R-values in a
Woodhouse SmartWood
home, for example, are R-16
(SIPs walls); the roof SIPs are
an amazing R-30. R-values in
stick-built homes, by compar-
ison, are between nine- and
13-plus. “SIPs far outperform
traditional insulation, and
they far exceed code,”
Patrick says. —L.P.
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OPPOSITE: Reclaimed bricks
and a recycled, antique chestnut
floor play homage to the colo-
nial history of Massachusetts.
Custom steel railings add rich
hues to the loft balcony and
provide some visual relief from
the home’s wood elements.

RIGHT: Cherry-wood cabinets,
soapstone countertops, and
stainless steel appliances serve
up a warm mix of textures in
the Shiels’ kitchen.

BELOW: A four-poster bed
blends nicely with antiques and
a comfy chair and ottoman.
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ing and entertaining space that blends with the an-
tiques they’ve sprinkled throughout the house. The
great room opens onto a bluestone patio, an outdoor
space that increases the home’s living area in warmer
months and is easier to maintain than a wood deck.

Mindful of how the rooms flow into each other,
Lynne selected a palette of dove grays, tans and mut-
ed greens to differentiate the space but allow for easy
visual transitions. To introduce additional colors, she
warmed her floors with sumptuous Oriental rugs. 

Placing furniture and art in a timber home can be
challenging with the sweeping windows and exposed
structural components that define the space. In an up-
stairs bedroom, for example, Lynne tucked a painting
of wild horses near the floor under a bit of wainscot-
ing. And at the top of the stairs, she has created a seat-
ing tableau to showcase a graceful settle bench, wing-
back chair and antique desk. Downstairs, she anchors
the great room with a comfy, inviting sectional sofa.

She jokes that her favorite part of the house is the
central vacuum system, while Mike admits to en-
joying the home’s low-ease maintenance. “For us,”
she says, “it’s been easier. Our other house was big-
ger and more formal. This is a nice, open easy-liv-
ing floorplan.” ■
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